The Growth of Sudan Communications
Throughout the summer the railhead moved steadily
forward under the command of Lieutenant Midwinter of
the Eoyal Engineers ; track-laying proceeded with machine-
like regularity ; forty miles of line were laid during August,
and on the 27th of the month a " world's record " was
set up when two miles and eighty yards of track were
laid in one day.
On August 7th Abu Hamed was captured and the key
of the whole Northern Sudan was in the Sirdar's hands.
Three days later the news reached railhead, and Lieuten-
ants Pritchard and Macauley of the Eoyal Engineers
started at once to reconnoitre the 100 miles of country
that lay between railhead and Abu Hamed ; they found
that there was no obstacle to rapid railway construction.
The discovery in September of water at a point 126 miles
from Haifa set at rest all doubts as to the future working
of the line ; there would be two watering stations on the
run of 230 miles across the desert.
On October 31st the rails were laid into Abu Hamed.
Forty-seven miles of track had been built during the
month, and on one day 5,033 yards were laid. In six
months 197 miles of railway had been constructed and
the work had been done during the hottest parts of the
Sudan summer. The Sirdar's project had been carried
into execution and the time of transit between Haifa
and Abu Hamed had been reduced from eighteen days to
twenty-four hours.
The defeat of the Dervishes at Abu Hamed was followed
by thehr evacuation of Berber, and it became necessary
for the Sirdar to occupy that town without delay. Troops
were pushed forward as quickly as possible and a chain
of posts was established on the 130-mile stretch of river
between Abu Hamed and Berber.
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